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Celebrating three scrutinies in the weeks approaching 
Holy Week and Easter can’t help but build a sense of 
anticipation, and the account in today’s Gospel of the 
raising of Lazarus brings the whole process to a 
crescendo.  Nothing is being left undone. 

The themes of living water that slakes our thirst and 
the light that draws us out of darkness have been 
important vehicles for the message of salvation; how 
God comes to us to draw us out of the patterns in our 
lives that do not serve us well and alienate us from our 
true purpose and from the community of our fellow 
humans who are also called into the fullness of life. 

But those images pale in comparison to the death-
defeating ministry of Jesus in today’s reading. 

Death can take on so many different meanings:  the 
end of physical life is the most apparent and today’s 
Gospel goes to great pains to point out that the raising 
of Lazarus was not simply a resuscitation.  He had 
been in the tomb for four days!  Jesus raised him from 
death, the real thing. 

It could be that this fundamental reality of the human 
condition is not a primary preoccupation for a college 
student.  It may not be on our radar screen at the 
moment.  But death is actually never too far off.  It can 
impose itself at unexpected moments, disrupt our 
relationships and plunge us into grief.   

There’s no escaping that kind of death.  Sooner or 
later, every generation, every person experiences it as 
a challenge to believe in a good God who creates life, 
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restores it, and brings it to fullness. 

But even before physical death we all know deathlike 
experiences:  relationships that end, projects that fail, 
disappointments, betrayals, and mistakes we make that 
have far-reaching consequences.  Even historical 
events can become a form of death even if we are 
saved from the experience of losing a loved one.  

Only now, as we begin to emerge from our fallout 
shelters in the face of a pandemic, we begin to see the 
damage that has occurred, the hidden woundedness 
that we now have to carry, and perhaps a part of us has 
died in the process. 

If, in our common prayer, we avoided acknowledging 
that reality of life, then this process of initiation into a 
filial relationship with God would fall short.  It would 
be an empty echo.  It would end up being some sort of 
side show that did not have any real meaning because 
it did not address what really happens in a person’s 
life. 

When Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead he faces the 
reality of death head on.  And it costs him dearly to do 
so.  Nowhere else in Scripture do we see him so 
overcome with emotion, so confronted with what 
death does.  But death does not win out. 

In raising Lazarus Jesus confirms his deepest identity 
as God’s own Son endowed not only with the power to 
heal but with the very power of life and death.  As 
final as death may seem, the last word lies with Jesus, 
and his word is life. 
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In the tenderness Jesus gives to the moment of 
ministering to Martha and Mary and of raising Lazarus 
from the dead, we see that such power is not limited to 
life after death but is already available to us in the here 
and now, already providing us with a future, releasing 
us from what binds us in fear of death, whatever the 
form. 

Helio and Christopher, whatever form that fear of 
death takes for you, you are being invited to set it 
aside.  You are being invited into a community of 
solidarity, where we all put our trust in the one who is 
Lord, not only over sin, but even over death, and who 
always claims us for life in the face of its terror. 

We are the people who believe in the promises God 
makes that he will never forsake us, that he will be 
present in our midst, even in our fear and grief, and 
will draw us through it into life that continues toward 
a goal of fulfillment, come what may. 

I invite you forward now, for this final ritual scrutiny, 
so that we can pray for you and over you, asking God 
to help you prepare for a full, conscious and active 
reception of the grace of the Easter sacraments, and 
the initiation into the life-giving relationship with the 
one who is Lord the of life and the conqueror of death. 


